Rose Mary Orr

January 10, 1922 - May 5, 2020

Rose Mary (Hunt) Orr, age 98 years, a resident of Vienna, lllinois, passed
away Tuesday morning, May 5, 2020, at 1 AM at Parkway Manor in Marion,
lllinois.

Rose Mary was born January 10, 1922 in Indianapolis, Indiana. She was the
daughter of Chester R. and Eva Lena (Veach) Hunt.

Rose Mary was first united in marriage to James Edwin Crain. He preceded
her in death on October 11, 1949. Rose Mary was later united in marriage to
Harold Eugene Orr on January 15, 1955 at the Vienna First United Methodist
Church. He preceded her in death on March 29, 2018.

Rose Mary is survived by: her children — Michael Crain & Larry Crain both of
Vienna, and Patricia (Steve) Crain Stroud of Raleigh, North Carolina; stepsons
— John E. (Carole) Orr of Star, Idaho and Robert L. (Mary) Orr of Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho; 8 grandchildren — John G. Orr, Robin Roseberry Anders,
Granger Roseberry, Michaeline A. Schuetz, Katrina Orr, Chadd Harbaugh,
Travis Crain and Blake Crain; and several great grandchildren.

Rose Mary was preceded in death by her parents — Chester R. Hunt, Eva
Lena (Veach) Hunt-White; her brother — Bill Hunt; and a sister — Janet Hunt,
who died in childhood.



Rose Mary was a 1939 graduate of Vienna High School. She attended Brenau
College for Women in Gainesville, Georgia (now Brenau University) and
Southern lllinois University at Carbondale. For over 30 years, she was the
manager, and later the owner, of the regionally renowned Bob White Café at
West Vienna. After retiring from the restaurant business, Rose Mary began a
new career as a professional courthouse genealogical researcher, specializing
in five Southern lllinois counties. Rose Mary also served as a volunteer
researcher for prospective DAR members.

Rose Mary was admitted to membership in the National Society Daughters of
the American Revolution in 1983 as a member of the Daniel Chapman
Chapter. Having ingrained in her family a love for history, Rose Mary’s
leadership brought four generations of her family to membership in the Daniel
Chapman Chapter. One of the DAR projects of which she was most proud
culminated in her placing the 1995 commemorative bronze plaque for the
“Liberty Bell of the West” on Kaskaskia Island. Cast in La Rochelle, France,
and older than the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, the Liberty Bell of the West was
originally gifted by King Louis XV of France to the Catholic Church of the
lllinois Country of 1741. The bell was rung in celebration when George Rogers
Clark and his Kentucky Long Knives captured Kaskaskia from the British on
July 4, 1778 during the American Revolution, and the bell remains on the
island to this day.

Rose Mary served in many capacities during her lllinois Daughters tenure,
including State Chaplain, State Librarian, Division VII Director, DAR School
Chairman, and Director of the 1990 lllinois Centennial School Bus Tour. She
was also Lineage Research Chairman, a member of the Friends of the Library,
DAR Days Marshal, and lllinois State Genealogical Library Chairman. Rose
Mary served as President and Treasurer of the lllinois State Officers Club,
Chaplain and Board Director of the State Chairman’s Club and was a Charter



member of the lllinois Cameo Club. Rose Mary further served as DAR State
Regent from 1995-1997 and was elected Honorary State Regent of lllinois in
1997. In Washington D.C. in 1999, Rose Mary was presented as candidate for
Vice President General at the 108th Continental Congress with her daughter,
Patricia Crain Stroud, in attendance and her granddaughter, Robin Roseberry
Anders, serving as Personal Page. During her time serving the National
Society, Rose Mary visited every state DAR chapter in the country, often
piloted by husband, Harold Orr, and they enjoyed their travels immensely.

Rose Mary was a member of the lllinois State Genealogical Society, the
lllinois State Historical Society, the John Gaither Descendants, Kelsey
Kindred, Veitch, Veatch, Veech, Veach Historical Society (Regional
coordinator), Genealogical Society of Southern lllinois (Genealogist and 1st
Vice President), Johnson County Genealogical & Historical Society
(organizing Board Member and 1st Vice President) and Co-Publisher of the
Johnson County Federal Census records 1850-1860-1870.

Additionally, Rose Mary was a member of patriotic organizations, including:
Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America, Daughters of the American
Colonists, State Insignia Chairman, National Society of the United States
Daughters of 1812, Founders of Hartford Connecticut, Colonial Daughters of
the Seventeenth Century (State Corresponding Secretary), the National
Society of the Colonial Dames of America (James the Sheriff lineage) and a
recipient of the S.A.R. Medal of Appreciation.

Locally, Rose Mary was a member of the First United Methodist Church and
served as historian for the Church’s 140th celebration. She copied and co-
published the early church records. Additionally, Rose Mary had served as the
Church membership chairman. In her community, Rose Mary served on the
Johnson County Welfare Services Board, the Vienna City Zoning Board, the



Vienna Carnegie Library, Secretary of the Board of Trustees and
representative to the Shawnee Regional Library Board. Through her efforts,
the Vienna Library is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Rose Mary was a 73-year member of the Order of the Eastern Star. She
joined in January 1947 in Springfield, lllinois and affiliated with Egyptian
Chapter # 30 O.E.S. at Vienna in 1957. She was also the organizing scribe
and a Past Worthy High Priestess of the former Valley White Shrine of
Jerusalem in Vienna.

A memorial service honoring the life of Rose Mary (Hunt) Orr will be held at a
later date.

Inurnment will be beside her husband, Harold Orr, on the Hunt family lot at the
Vienna Fraternal Cemetery.

Donations in memory of Rose Mary made be made to the NSDAR lllinois

State Regent’s Project “Serving All lllinois Veterans” and may be sent c/o

Christy McDougal, NSDAR lllinois State Treasurer, 8633 State Route 143,
Edwardsville, IL 62025-6805.



Cemetery Details

Vienna Fraternal Cemetery

N. 6th Street
Vienna, IL

Events

Details are pending.



Tribute Wall

Rose Mary Orr

January 30, 2023 at 12:19 AM

Rosemary was a force of nature, and retained her beauty and high
fashion sense into old age. | appreciate that she and Juanita
Whiteside were my sponsors into the Daughters of the American
Revolution. We all belonged to the Daniel Chapman Chapter, to
which she was dedicated and loved so much. She was also my
sister in the Egyptian Chapter OES. She did incredible things
quietly, and being the recipient of many awards retained her
humility. We have lost a shining star! | wish peace to her family and
to all who loved her.

Lynn McCreery - December 02, 2020 at 03:51 PM

Bobby Rentfro lit a candle in memory of Rose 1

Mary Orr

Bobby Rentfro - December 01, 2020 at 06:13 AM

I met Mrs. Orr while working with Eulas Koerner of Metropolis, the
HVAC man. Mrs. Orr was a very nice lady. My condolences to her
family.

James Estes - May 17, 2020 at 11:41 AM



Sue Moore Patterson lit a candle in memory
of Rose Mary Orr

1
'u
Sue Moore Patterson - May 15, 2020 at 01:10 AM

In memory of a truly remarkable woman
whom | have known for over 50 years, She

|
has surely been true to God and our Country.
Rest in Peace Rose Mary. Alan and Carol \*
Racey

Alan & Carol Racey - May 08, 2020 at 12:28 AM

| cleaned house for Rose Mary about 26 !
years ago. After having my son, Aaron, |

didn’t return to my job and started
housecleaning. | would take him with me \*
sometimes and put in his walker tying a short

rope to it and would slip the other end to a chair. She was a very
kind lady. My prayers are with the family.

Karla Hale - May 07, 2020 at 05:50 PM

Ernie Henshaw lit a candle in memory of !

Rose Mary Orr

Ernie Henshaw - May 07, 2020 at 03:09 PM



I met Rose Mary in the DAR at the occasion of DAR Days many
years ago. We were both in a skit where we were dressed as
cheerleaders with pom poms. We rehearsed together for quite a
while as we both did not want to blow our lines! We became good
friends and eventually | met her charming husband Harold and we
became friends too. During a difficult situation, Rose Mary stood up
for what was right and | so appreciated her charm and sweetness
but also her strength and moral courage! She was a wonderful
woman and a credit to the DAR!

B. A. Church - May 07, 2020 at 01:46 PM

LuAnn Mattern lit a candle in memory of Rose
Mary Orr

]
Iu
LuAnn Mattern - May 07, 2020 at 11:05 AM

Lit a candle in memory of Rose Mary Orr ]

Jerry and Ann Hunter Toler - May 07, 2020 at 09:09 AM



Dick &Bonnie McHugh lit a candle in memory .
of Rose Mary Orr

Dick &Bonnie McHugh - May 07, 2020 at 05:47 AM

Rosemary was the most remarkable woman | have ever had the
pleasure to have known! Worked for her the last 4 years of her life. She
was such an amazing person and | will miss her so very much!

Love, Gayla Wolfe

Gayla Wolfe - May 07, 2020 at 01:48 PM

Carol Orange Bryant lit a candle in memory of 1
Rose Mary Orr

Carol Orange Bryant - May 06, 2020 at 08:14 PM

Jeanne McKenzie lit a candle in memory of t
Rose Mary Orr

Jeanne McKenzie - May 06, 2020 at 04:16 PM



Betty Heaton lit a candle in memory of Rose
Mary Orr

Betty Heaton - May 06, 2020 at 04:04 PM

Linda Shetler Westherford lit a candle in
memory of Rose Mary Orr

Linda Shetler Westherford - May 06, 2020 at 01:46 PM

Linda And Jeff Mathis lit a candle in memory
of Rose Mary Orr

Linda and Jeff Mathis - May 06, 2020 at 12:32 PM

Steve&Kathy Lay sent a virtual gift in memory
of Rose Mary Orr

Steve&Kathy Lay - May 06, 2020 at 11:46 AM

W




Don And Jane Treece lit a candle in memory .
of Rose Mary Orr

Don and Jane Treece - May 06, 2020 at 11:22 AM

Rosemary was a wonderful role model. She lived life to the fullest. Rest
in Peace, Sweet Lady.

Don and Jane Treece - May 06, 2020 at 11:31 AM
Rosemary was a wonderful state regent and | was proud to be on her
state board. D

Rest in peace | am proud to have known you

Barrie Shinn - May 07, 2020 at 11:50 AM

Nita Shoemaker lit a candle in memory of |
Rose Mary Orr

Nita Shoemaker - May 06, 2020 at 10:58 AM

Teresa Richerson lit a candle in memory of
Rose Mary Orr

W

Teresa Richerson - May 06, 2020 at 10:26 AM



Janet & Gary Hacker lit a candle in memory of |

Rose Mary Orr

Janet & Gary Hacker - May 06, 2020 at 12:49 AM

Jane Ross Wright sent a virtual gift in memory
of Rose Mary Orr

Jane Ross Wright - May 05, 2020 at 09:02 PM

So sorry to all the family of the loss of your Mother, Grandmother, and
so many other titles.. May God comfort you all.
Clearon and Jane Ross Wright.

Jane Ross Wright - May 05, 2020 at 09:06 PM

Pat Womack lit a candle in memory of Rose ]

Mary Orr

pat womack - May 05, 2020 at 05:08 PM



John Slack sent a virtual gift in memory of Rose

Mary Orr

John Slack - May 05, 2020 at 04:53 PM

Neal & Carol Watkins lit a candle in memory
of Rose Mary Orr

Neal & Carol Watkins - May 05, 2020 at 02:33 PM

Jeannie McCall lit a candle in memory of
Rose Mary Orr

Jeannie McCall - May 05, 2020 at 01:08 PM

Mary Lou Hynes lit a candle in memory of
Rose Mary Orr

Mary Lou Hynes - May 05, 2020 at 01:06 PM




Mike Crews lit a candle in memory of Rose
Mary Orr

Mike Crews - May 05, 2020 at 10:57 AM

|



