Donald Novakovich

July 27, 1957 - January 13, 2021

Donald “Nova” was born on July 27, 1957 in Chicago lllinois and after a long
battle with cancer, he left this world for his eternal rest on January 13, 2021.
He departed this life in the comfort of his own home surrounded by his
immediate family. Don was the youngest of seven children, he grew up in
Chicago, II. with four brothers and two sisters. Don attended high school at
Chicago Vocational High School. After marrying, he and his wife made their
home in Indiana, first in Griffith and then in Crown Point, where his family
remains.

Don was an employee of U.S. Steel where he worked until his illness forced
him to retire a little earlier than planned.

Don was married to his “one and only” Cathy (Simmons) Novakovich.
Together, Don and Cathy were the proud parents of three daughters, Veneta,
Debra, and Emma Rae. There was nothing in this world that brought Don
more joy than his daughters, until he was gifted with grandchildren. “Dad” and
“Grandpa” were the two roles he most enjoyed in life. Don was an
extraordinary father and lived an exemplary life, paving a road in life for his
children to follow. He was loving, supportive, and generous to a fault. Don was
the proud grandpa of sixteen grandchildren and one great granddaughter. He
was excited to know there was another grand on the way.

Second only to his wife, and family, was his love for music. Don played the
bass guitar, he enjoyed listening to and making music. Don was an avid
fisherman, camping and fishing were two of his favorite leisure time activities,



his wife shared that love with him, as did his brothers and several grandsons.
Don was never without a fishing companion when time allowed him to get out
there and catch a big one. His fish tales will continue to be told time and time
again.

Don was preceded in death by his father, John J. Novakovich Sr., his mother,
Dolores (Jandura) Novakovich, two brothers, John J. Novakovich Jr. and
Louis Novakovich as well as many beloved family members. He is survived by
his wife, Cathy (Simmons) Novakovich, his daughters Veneta (Jeremy)
Leonard, Debra (Frank) Roberts and Emma Rae Novakovich, his brothers
Dan (Leslie) Novakovich and Richard Novakovich, his sisters; Katherine
Tedeschi and JoAnn (Jim) Novakovich, numerous nieces, nephews, cousins,
sixteen grandchildren, and one great granddaughter. He will also be missed
by his fur companions, Cooper and Mya.

Don fought a valiant fight against Cancer. His determination to fight was not
because he was fearful of leaving this world, it was because he did not want
his departing this life to cause his family heartache. That is who he was, there
was not a day in his adult life that he did not put another before himself. He
will be forever be remembered by all that were lucky enough to know him.

In accordance with his wishes, there will be no public visitation or funeral
service. A private interment will be in the Wise-Robinson Cemetery near
Ozark.

Memorials may be made to Wise-Robinson Cemetery, c/o Rhonda O’Neal,
1255 Ozark Road, Ozark, lllinois 62972.



Cemetery Details

Wise-Robinson Cemetery

US Rt 45 North
Ozark, IL



Tribute Wall

Don (Butch) and | went to Susan B Anthony grade school and “hung
out” a lot. First time | heard Led Zeppelin in 1968 was in his
basement on 100th and Torrence. A very decent and nice young
man with great character. George Liscic

george liscic - September 30, 2024 at 07:57 AM

Donald Novakovich

January 30, 2023 at 12:19 AM

Love Pat purchased the In Memory - Comfort Ca
ndles for the family of Donald Novakovich.

Love Pat - January 15, 2021 at 11:41 AM

Katherine A Tedeschi lit a candle in memory |
of Donald Novakovich

Katherine a Tedeschi - January 15, 2021 at 11:32 AM


https://www.baileyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.baileyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.baileyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Linda Simmons lit a candle in memory of s
Donald Novakovich

Linda Simmons - January 15, 2021 at 10:50 AM

So sorry for your loss, please accept our sympathy! Jim and Linda
Biethman

Linda Simmons - January 15, 2021 at 10:51 AM

Cindy McCuan Christian lit a candle in 0
memory of Donald Novakovich

Cindy McCuan Christian - January 15, 2021 at 05:17 AM

Joann Novakovich lit a candle in memory of 1
Donald Novakovich

Joann Novakovich - January 15, 2021 at 12:04 AM



Our thoughts and prayers go out to you in this I
sad time. May you find all the comfort,

strength and faith you need to get through |
and celebrate the love and wonderful “
memories of your Husband.

Our deepest sympathies

Michelle and Megan Parker

Michelle Parker - January 14, 2021 at 11:55 PM

l#.Cori |
Buick RIP Uncle. Thank you for making the world a T
better place. | will always carry love for you in
my heatrt. . I

Cori Buick - January 14, 2021 at 11:42 PM

Thank you for the life we shared, your legacy
of love will live on and sustain us all.

“

cathy novakovich - January 14, 2021 at 11:36 PM



Cathy and family, So sorry for your loss. | S
know all of you will miss him. May God keep

his loving arms around you and give you |
comfort and peace. Our love and sympathy, u
Jerry, Judy and Jay.

JPhelps - January 14, 2021 at 08:09 PM

Debra Roberts (daughter) lit a candle in 0
memory of Donald Novakovich

§

Debra Roberts (daughter) - January 14, 2021 at 07:07 PM

Sheri Robinson lit a candle in memory of 'I‘
Donald Novakovich

>

Sheri Robinson - January 14, 2021 at 05:47 PM



