
Bill Shelby
October 6, 1926 - August 14, 2015

Billy Lee “Bill” Shelby, age 88 years, a resident of Vienna, passed away Friday
evening, August 14, 2015, at 8:41 PM at the Heartland Regional Medical
Center in Marion. 

 

Bill was born October 6, 1926 in Sikeston, Missouri. He was the youngest of
seven children born to Reece and Nola Madge (Hazel) Shelby. 

 

Bill is survived by dear friends, including Kenneth Carter, Scott Aldrich, Janice
Carter Horvath, Mary Jane Webb, Joyce Lee Vinson and Jean Shoemaker. He
is also survived by his beloved dachshund, Shannon. 

 

Bill joined the U.S. Naval Reserves while attending Vienna High School. In
1944, his reserve unit was activated and Bill had to leave school at the age of
17 and was inducted into the United States Navy. He served aboard the
battleship U.S.S. Iowa, which was anchored adjacent to the U.S.S. Missouri in
Tokyo Bay at the time of the surrender of the Empire of Japan. Bill witnessed
this historic event from his vantage point aboard the U.S. S. Iowa. Following
the war, Bill returned home to complete his education and graduated from
Vienna High School. He served 2 additional enlistments in the U.S. Navy
during the 1950’s. 

 

Bill was encouraged to further his education by his dear friend and mentor,



Daisy Powell, wife of Paul Powell, Speaker of the Illinois General Assembly
and subsequently Illinois Secretary of State. Daisy personally took Bill and a
friend to the Office of Admissions of Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
where she demanded that they be accepted on the spot, as well as given
employment. Bill and Daisy were friends for many years and Bill assisted her
in the maintenance of the Powell home in Vienna. 

 

In 1962, Bill moved to California. His working career was primarily in the sales
field. He was initially employed as a salesman in the construction industry. Bill
later worked for an independent carpet company. His final employment prior to
his retirement was in the sales division of a department store which was
subsequently acquired by Macy’s. Bill had a knack for interior design and was
known for his superb taste in color, style, home furnishing and décor. Bill loved
to antique shop and was an extensive collector of antique furniture. He took
particular and immaculate care of his possessions. Since his return to
Southern Illinois, Bill’s primary passion has been the restoration, decoration,
upkeep and maintenance of the historic Jackson House, which was originally
built in 1880. 

Bill also enjoyed gardening and reading fiction novels. He had a zest for life
and enjoyed the antics of young children. Bill is remembered for his fun-loving
demeanor and for being “young-at-heart.” 

 

A celebration of the life of Bill Shelby will be conducted in October 2015.
Specific arrangements will be announced at a later date. 

Memorials may be made to the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (ASPCA), 424 E. 92nd St, New York, NY 10128-6804.
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January 30, 2023 at 12:19 AM

Bill Shelby

Nancy Belford - September 02, 2015 at 09:47 AM

I was Bills Hairdresser for sometime when my
beauty shop was by the post office i always
knew when he was comming down the
sidewalk to my shop , he was always
whistleing loved him alot such a fine friend i
will miss him alot

Nita Longworth Shoemaker - August 19, 2015 at 01:57 AM

Bill was always nice to me when I visited his
mother's home and my friend, Anna Mae. I
know he will be missed by his many friends.

Steve and Kelli Waters - August 17, 2015 at 08:18 AM

Steve And Kelli Waters lit a candle in memory
of Bill Shelby
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Pat Prewitt - August 16, 2015 at 04:55 PM

Bill was such a happy fun loving guy he will be missed by all who
knew him. I am sorry to hear of his passing.

Melinda Zoeckler - August 16, 2015 at 01:49 PM

Melinda Zoeckler lit a candle in memory of Bill
Shelby

JIM RAPIER &CC - August 16, 2015 at 12:27 PM

JIM RAPIER &CC lit a candle in memory of
Bill Shelby

Jerry and Judy Phelps - August 16, 2015 at 08:23 AM

Jerry And Judy Phelps lit a candle in memory
of Bill Shelby
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Bill and Barb Warmack - August 15, 2015 at 10:55 PM

Bill And Barb Warmack lit a candle in memory
of Bill Shelby

Rich and Karen Brumley - August 15, 2015 at 03:23 PM

Rich And Karen Brumley lit a candle in
memory of Bill Shelby

Sean & Falon Whitnel - August 15, 2015 at 01:35 PM

Sean & Falon Whitnel lit a candle in memory
of Bill Shelby

Deon Newton - August 15, 2015 at 01:29 PM

I am so sorry to hear of the passing Of Mr.
Shelby. I found him to be a very nice, friendly
and warm hearted man the few times I got to
meet him. Always wanted to become better
friends. My heart felt sadness goes to his
family and friends. Deon Newton.


